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 A Meditation for You from Our Pastor 

 

Embracing Change, Cultivating Faith, and 

Growing Together 
 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

As the days grow shorter and the warmth of summer 

yields to the crisp embrace of autumn, we find 

ourselves surrounded by vibrant colors, falling 

leaves, and the unmistakable signs of a new season. 

With each subtle change in the air, God gently 

reminds us of the beauty and purpose of 

transformation. This fall, I invite you to reflect on the 

theme of growth:  growth in our faith, growth in our 

families, in our relationships, and as a church 

community.  

In creation, every season has its purpose. The book of 

Ecclesiastes tells us, “To everything there is a 

season, and a time to every purpose under 

heaven” (Ecclesiastes 3:1). Fall is a season of both 

abundance and letting go. The fields yield their 

harvest, yet the trees release their leaves—an act of 

trust in the promise of renewal. In this natural 

rhythm, we find a spiritual lesson: growth often 

requires change, surrender, and faith in God’s 

ongoing work in us.  

This autumn, let us consider what God might be 

calling us to surrender so new growth may take root. 

Are there old habits, fears, or doubts holding us back 

from experiencing the fullness of life Christ offers? 

Just as trees let go of their leaves to prepare for the 

winter and the promise of spring, so too are we 

invited to lay aside what no longer serves us, trusting 

that God will bring forth something new and 

beautiful in due time. 

True growth begins below the surface. In this season, 

as nature draws inward and prepares for what is to 

come, let us focus on deepening our roots in Christ. 

Colossians 2:6-7 encourages us, “So then, just as you 

received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your 

lives in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened 

in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with 

thankfulness.”  

Let us commit to daily prayer and meditation on 

God’s Word. Let us seek His voice in stillness and in 

the busyness of our routines. The more we ground 

ourselves in the truth of the Gospel, the more resilient 

(continued) As we journey through this season 

together, may we encourage one another to step 

forward in faith, embracing the opportunities and 

challenges that autumn brings. Let us open our 

hearts to new connections and deeper 

understanding, offering grace and compassion as 

we walk side by side. In moments of uncertainty, 

let us remember the steadfastness of God’s love, 

finding assurance that even in times of waiting 

and change, the seeds planted today will blossom 

into hope and joy tomorrow. May this fall be a 

time of renewal and shared growth, as we 

cultivate lives rooted in Christ and bear witness to 

His goodness in all we do.  Amen.   ~~Selected   
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Worship Services and Christian Education 

Sunday at 8:30 a.m. - Worship service on Spectrum 
Cable TV (Channel 8) and on Cincinnati Bell Fioptics TV 
(Channel 850).  

Sunday at 9:30 am to 10:20 am - Sunday Bible Church 
School (In person/meets in Sanctuary). 

Sunday at 9:30 am to 10:20 am - New Members Class 
(In person/ meets in the first-floor classroom). 

Sunday at 10:45 a.m. - In-Person and Livestream 
Worship Service on YouTube and Facebook. 

Tuesday at 6:30 a.m. - You are invited to join us for 
meditation and online prayer via Zoom. (Zoom ID: 845 
 3234 7314; Passcode: 208170). Prayer Band Ministry  

Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. - Weekly “Call-Em-All” devotional 
message from Pastor Yates. 

Tuesday at 7:15 p.m.- 8:30 p.m. Men’s Bible Study and 
Fellowship. Pastor Yates is the Lead Teacher. 

Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. - Word Wednesday Bible Study 
(Facebook Live) led by Pastor Yates on the business 
page of UBC Facebook and UBC YouTube channel. 

Saturday at 8:00 a.m. - UBC Radio Broadcast (WCVG 
1320). The UBC Radio Broadcast is also available to 
stream online at the following link: 
https://www.radio.net/s/wcvg 

Saturday at 1:00 p.m. - Saturday Church School Bible 
Study. The class is held via phone call-in: 1-267-807-9605 
(code 344097). The teacher is Sis. Faye Shirley 

. 

https://www.radio.net/s/wcvg
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BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS TO EVERYONE BORN IN THE MONTHS OF 

SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER 

REPORTING ILLNESSES, SURGERIES AND BEREAVEMENT INFORMATION: Please contact the church 
office if you or a loved one is sick or entering the hospital so that your Family Ward Deacon and Pastor 
Yates may be notified.  Please also contact the office if you or a loved one is being released from the 
hospital or if there is bereavement in your family.  The church office phone number is (513) 381-3858, ext. 3.    

INTERCESSORY PRAYER MINISTRY: Please continue to keep in prayer our UBC members in nursing 
homes, assisted living facilities, hospitals and at home. Please also continue to pray for all of the bereaved 
families at Union and bereaved families all over the world.  

UBC WEBSITE - GIVING:  There are two methods of giving on the website: Tithely and Givelify. Please visit 
the website and click on the “Give” tab for more information and check out the video at www.union-
baptist.net.   Thank you. 

EMAIL ADDRESS REMINDER: In addition to church newsletters and call-em-all messages, you can also 
receive emails to stay informed with other UBC updates.  You can call and leave your email address at the 
church voicemail box at 513-852-1638 or email to Public Relations Ministry at publicity@union-baptist.net. 
God Bless!  

MEN’S MINISTRY BIBLE CLASS: The Men’s Ministry Bible Class will resume on Tuesday, September 23, 
2025 from 7:15 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. in the church sanctuary. The Bible class will be continuing in Genesis. 
Pastor Yates is the lead teacher 

WORD WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY: Word Wednesday Bible Study will resume on Wednesday, 
September 24, 2025 at 7:30 p.m. with a new Bible series (to be announced).  All are encouraged to attend 

each Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. on UBC Facebook Live and on YouTube. Pastor Yates is the Lead Instructor. 

ANNUAL GRANDPARENTS / SENIOR CITIZENS DAY 

Annual Grandparents / Senior Citizens Day will be observed on Sunday, September 14, 2025 during the 
10:45 am Worship Celebration. The guest preacher will be Reverend Dr. Junior F Greenlee, Pastor 
Emeritus of Zion Hill Missionary Baptist Church of Dayton, Ohio. He is also the Founder and Chief 
Administrator of the Zion Hill Theological Seminary of Dayton, Ohio. 
 

90th ANNUAL WOMEN'S LAITY DAY 

Date: Sunday, September 21, 2025, at 10:45am 

Speaker:  Sister Shauna Murphy, Superintendent - Cincinnati Public Schools 

Theme: “Courageous Faith for the Appointed Time” 

Scripture: “For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another 

place, but you and your father's house will perish. And who knows whether you have not come to the 

kingdom for such a time as this?” Esther 4:14 (ESV) 

Colors and their significance 

      Green: Symbolizes growth, renewal, and spiritual flourishing. 

      Gold: Represents divine purpose, excellence, and God’s glory. 

          White: Reflects purity, faith, and victory through Christ. 

(These colors align with Esther's spiritual journey and the empowerment of women in their divine callings.) 

We will also host a Bible Study for the women of Union, also open to all women in the greater 

community on Saturday, September 20, 2025 from 10:00am - 12:30 PM at Union Baptist Church using 

the Woman's Laity Day theme and scripture. A light continental breakfast will be served.  

Dr. Carolyn Turner, Chairperson, Sis. Yvonne Fairbanks Co-Chairperson, Dr. Raven Spratley Co-Chairperson 

http://www.union-baptist.net/
http://www.union-baptist.net/
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONTINUED) 

 

MINISTRY UPDATES 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

The Children's Ministry will be hosting its Third Annual Trunk O' Treat Harvest Festival immediately 
following morning worship on Sunday, October 26, 2025.  Members are asked to sign up with Bro. 
Jeremy Yates to participate in decorating your vehicle trunks in Harvest themes and passing out candy 
and treats to the kids.  We look forward to bringing back the candy apple station, fresh popcorn and 
more!  

If members are able to donate towards the apples, popcorn &/or supplies, please contact Dr. Raven 
Spratley at your earliest convenience.  All are welcome to stay after church to enjoy the festivities, even 
if you are not participating.  This event will be publicized and made open to any kids in the community, 
so please feel free to bring your kids, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, cousins and the neighbor's 
kids.  All children are requested and welcome to dress in "HARVEST" themed costumes!  

If there are any questions, please contact either Dr. Raven Spratley, Children's Ministry Leader or Bro. 
Jeremy Yates, Event Assistant. 

 

THANKSGIVING DAY PARADE 

Union Baptist Church is invited to participate in the Price Hill ‘s Annual Thanksgiving Day Parade. We 
have a Price Hill business owner who will sponsor us. If you are interested in planning or participating 
in the parade please contact Sis. Louise Stevenson by September 30, 2025. Submitted by Sis. Louise 
Stevenson 

UNION FOUNDATION 

The Union Foundation’s grant proposal to develop the Father’s Leadership Academy in response to 
the FORGE- Fatherhood, Family, Opportunity, Resilience, Grit, Engagement grant opportunity 
through the US Department of Health and Human Services. The broader community and the justice-
involved men living in the Cincinnati area would benefit from services provided by this grant. The initial 
grant award is $400,000 dollars and is a recurring grant. We will know sometime in January if we 
qualify for this grant.  

The Union Foundation’s dedicated team is committed to generating resources and services to 
positively impact the lives of all people in the Cincinnati area and to support the expansion of God’s 
work. The Fathers Leadership Academy is a unique supportive service for previously incarcerated 
fathers who are working to reintegrate themselves successfully into their families and society. 
Strengthening the bond between fathers and their children is critical to the reentry process. We look 
forward to partnering with other agencies and churches to fulfill this project. A special thanks to Dr. 
Holly McGee, Professor at the University of Cincinnati for her God given talents and skills that she 
so freely shares with our Union Baptist Family. Submitted by Sis. Louise Stevenson 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA MINISTRY 
 

Effective, Sunday, July 6, 2025, Facebook no longer stores livestreamed videos more than 30 
days.  We will continue to livestream on both our Facebook page as well as our YouTube 
channel.  However, please note, that going forward, to reference livestreamed services and Bible 
studies older than 30 days, you will need to access them on our YouTube channel, which can be 
referenced at https://www.youtube.com/@unionbaptistofcincinnatiso68 or directly on your YouTube 
app or account under page ID, @unionbaptistofcincinnatiso68.  Thanks!  Bro. Jeremy Yates, Social 
Media Ministry Leader 
 

https://www.youtube.com/@unionbaptistofcincinnatiso68
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONTINUED)   

 

MUSIC MINISTRY  

~~~The Music Ministry is Looking to Grow! ~~~ 

Do you enjoy singing or playing an instrument? Do you feel a tug on your life to do more with music 
and you're afraid of where to start? Have you considered joining the choir but you just don't know 
where to start or feel you're not talented enough to contribute? We have news for you. You are exactly 
who God desires to serve, and the Music Ministry is looking for you! There is a home for all musical 
gifts in our music ministry. The Word of Life Choir, designed for adults 18 and up; Joy, a musical group 
specializing in praise and worship music; and our Male Chorus, comprised of men 18 and up, who 
have a desire to sing God's praises comprise our music department.  

Singers are needed as well as dedicated instrumentalists. Union Baptist Church happily welcomes our 
new Percussionist, Bro. R.J. Watson, as the church’s new percussionist musician. Also, the Children's 
Ministry would love to have a dedicated music teacher to assist with more music involvement with our 
children.  

If any of these opportunities interest you, please reach out to Bro. Jay Bailey, Minister of Music, to 
express your interest and to discuss how you can become more involved in growing the ministry of 
music within your local congregation. God Bless you! ~~The UBC Music Ministry / Submitted by Bro. 
Jeremy Yates 

CEMETERY MINISTRY  
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONTINUED)   

 

CEMETERY MINISTRY (Continued) 

               

Union Baptist Cemetery Benches 

It gives Union Baptist Church and our Cemeteries great pleasure in writing a Letter of Recommendation for 
Noah Espelage to receive his Eagle Scout Badge for his design and construction of three benches for 
Union Baptist Cemetery.  

In preparation for this project, Noah researched the neighborhood for a worthy project in our Price Hill 
community. Noah was aware of the cemetery but not all its history. Union Baptist Cemetery is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places in America. It has over 150 Civil War Veterans buried here. Noah 
noticed that families visiting the cemetery did not have anywhere to sit. Noah contacted the Union Baptist 
Church to ask if this was a need for the cemetery.  

Our answer was yes, Lord, yes. Noah met with a team from the church. He invited his Troop to participate in 
our flag raising cemetery. Following the ceremony, Noah and I met to discuss the outline of the project.  

Noah communicated with us through the process. His preparation, implementation and timeline were 
flawless. Noah gathered individuals from the community to help with the project. He also met with our team 
from the church to make the final specks and location of the benches.  

On August 16th, Noah had approximately 30 people to come to assist with the installation. He held a team 
meeting to describe our work for the day. Noah divided us into three teams to work. He had breakfast treats 
and mid-morning pizza. Tents were up, water, chairs, and a medical kit was available. Setup and cleanup 
were flawless. 

It was a true blessing for the cemetery. We made new friends and connections for years to come. Special 
thanks to his parents for their support of this project and to all of the individuals who donated to this project 
in any way. Following the installation, the benches were prayed over by Deacon Ernest Norman and a token 
of our appreciation was presented to Noah. ~~Submitted by Sis. Louise Stevenson  

 

            
 

Illuminating Our Legacy 

Search for a Revolutionary War vet takes us to Cincinnati's first Black cemetery 

~~ Article link submitted by Sis. Louise Stevenson 

 

Wreaths Across America 

Please Save the Date: On Saturday, December 13, 2025 at noon, again this year we are honored to be 
able to honor veterans buried at Historic Union Baptist and Historic United Colored American Cemeteries.  

It would be a blessing this year if you sponsor a wreath and join us for the annual celebration. It is truly a 
family event. Coordinators: Sis. Lisa Adams and Louise Stevenson              

 
 

https://www.wcpo.com/news/homefront/the-search-for-a-possible-revolutionary-war-veteran-leads-to-cincinnatis-first-black-cemetery
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONTINUED) 
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONTINUED) 

 

 
 

 

submitted by Sis. Annette Bell, CEG Ambassador  
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONTINUED) 
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONTINUED) 

 

September is Home and Foreign Mission Emphasis Month 

LABOR DAY HOLIDAY OBSERVED: Monday, September 1, 2025 (Church Office Closed) 

WORSHIP SERVICE AND OBSERVANCE OF BAPTISM AND HOLY COMMUNION: 
Sunday, September 7, 2025, In-Person and Livestream on YouTube and Facebook Live at 10:45 a.m. 

WORSHIP CELEBRATION: Sunday, September 14, 2025, Annual Grandparents / Senior Citizens Day, 
In-Person and Livestream on Facebook and YouTube at 10:45 a.m. 

WORSHIP CELEBRATION: Sunday September 21, 2025, Annual Women’s Laity Day Observed, In-
Person and Livestream on Facebook and YouTube at 10:45 a.m.  

WORSHIP CELEBRATION: Sunday, September 28, 2025, In-Person and Livestream on Facebook and 
YouTube at 10:45 a.m. 

A Prayer for September 

Heavenly Father, 
As I welcome the month of September, 
open my heart so that I can appreciate 

the beauty and goodness that 
surrounds me. May the inner light 

of love and faith guide me to cherish 
the many blessings that You have 

bestowed upon me through Your grace. Amen. 
~~~Anonymous, Guideposts Devotional 

October is Prayer and Family Emphasis Month  

WORSHIP SERVICE AND OBSERVANCE OF HOLY COMMUNION: Sunday, 
October 5, 2025, In-Person and Livestream on YouTube and Facebook Live at 
10:45 a.m. 

WORSHIP CELEBRATION AND OBSERVANCE OF ANNUAL CHOIRS DAY: 
Sunday, October 12, 2025, In-Person and Livestream on Facebook and 
YouTube at 10:45 a.m. 

WORSHIP CELEBRATION AND OBSERVANCE OF ANNUAL USHERS RECOGNITION DAY: Sunday, 
October 19, 2025, In-Person and Livestream on Facebook and YouTube at 10:45 a.m. 

FOURTH QUARTER CHURCH CONFERENCE: Friday, October 24, 2025 in UBC Sanctuary at 6:00 p.m. 

WORSHIP CELEBRATION AND THINK PINK SUNDAY: Sunday, October 26, 2025, In-Person and 
Livestream on Facebook Live at 10:45 a.m. 

A Prayer for October 

Heavenly Father, 
In this glorious month of October, I find myself 
marveling at the beauty and blessings of Your 

creation. As the leaves change and the air grows 
crisp, may I continuously find peace in Your 
unchanging love. In moments of worry, help 
me to sow seeds of faith, trusting that in due 

season, they will yield a harvest of joy. Amen. 
~~~Anonymous, Guideposts Devotional 
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONTINUED) 

November is Thanksgiving and Community Awareness Emphasis Month 

WORSHIP CELEBRATION AND HOLY COMMUNION: Sunday, November 2, 2025, 
In-Person and Streaming on Facebook Live at 10:45 a.m. 

WORSHIP CELEBRATION: Sunday, November 9, 2025, In-Person and Streaming on 
Facebook Live at 10:45 a.m. 

VETERAN’S DAY HOLIDAY OBSERVED: Tuesday, November 11, 2025 (Church Office Closed) 

WORSHIP CELEBRATION: Sunday, November 16, 2025, In-Person and Streaming on Facebook Live at 
10:45 a.m. 

WORSHIP CELEBRATION AND ANNUAL HARVEST SUNDAY: Sunday, November 23, 2025, In-Person 
and Streaming on Facebook Live at 10:45 a.m. 

DISTRIBUTION DAY FOR HARVEST GIFTS TO PEOPLE IN NEED: Tuesday, November 25, 2025 at 12 
p.m.  

THANKSGIVING DAY OBSERVANCE WITH FAMILY: November 26-29, 2025 (Church Office Closed)  

WORSHIP CELEBRATION: Sunday, November 30, 2025, In-Person and Streaming on Facebook Live at 
10:45 a.m. 

A Prayer for November 

Gracious Lord, 
My heart is filled with gratitude for 

Your unending blessings. In this season 
of thanksgiving, help me to see and appreciate the abundance of Your gifts 

in every aspect of my life. Amen.  
~~~Anonymous, Guideposts Devotional 

  

Daylight Saving Time ends on Sunday, November 2, 2025, at 2:00 A.M. On 
Saturday night, clocks are set back 1 hour (i.e., gaining 1 hour) to “fall back.” 
Sunrise and sunset will be about one hour earlier on November 2, 2025, than the 
day before. It will be lighter in the morning. 

                                                                                                                                           
 

 

                                           

          Union Baptist Church of Cincinnati Website 

For more information about historic Union Baptist Church, please visit our 
website (www.union-baptist.net) which is both informative and 
interactive for those who are seeking the Will of God in their lives.   

On our website, you will see upcoming events; evangelistic missions 
inclusive for men, women and children; discipleship opportunities for 
building God’s kingdom; exploratory devotional links for personal spiritual 
growth; and, community connections that have demonstrated, in the past, 
and continue to demonstrate, the POWER OF GOD throughout the 
Greater Cincinnati area, and historically beyond.  

UBC’s newsletter is also posted on the website in color.                

             

http://www.union-baptist.net/

