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 A Meditation for You from Our Pastor 

Spring Brings New Hope 

… Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the 
morning. Psalm 30:5b KJV 

Life is full of different seasons, some joyful and warm, 
some cold and filled with sorrow. We walk through dark 
valleys, but then we emerge into green pastures. Seasons 
of hardship, anxiety, and dark valleys will soon pass away, 
and a new season, a new morning, will bring rejoicing. 
 
We are now in the middle of Lent, which unfolds during 
late winter and early spring, a time long associated with 
waiting, conservation, and readiness for what comes next. 
Even the name hints at its seasonal roots. The 
word Lent comes from the Old English word for 
spring, lencten, meaning the season of lengthening days. 
The 40-days of Lent involve fasting, prayer, and charitable 
giving to assist others in need. For many Christians, Lent 
is a time of personal reflection to prepare their hearts and 
minds for Good Friday and Easter. 
 
Lent invites us to examine our brokenness and spiritual 
hunger. It prepares us for Easter by reminding us that we 
need the Savior, that we are lost without God’s grace. We 
cannot save ourselves or fix all our problems. We are dust 
and ashes, lost and blind without God’s mercy. The 
sorrow and humility of Lent are good for our hearts as they 
chip away at our pride and arrogance. 
 
In the same way, life’s unexpected experiences have 
humbled and forced us all to face our own frailty. We are 
not invincible. We do not know it all. We cannot fix every 
problem. We must trust God to see us through. Hopefully, 
circumstances that we have faced have reminded us that 
we need God and His gracious merciful power. Hopefully, 
we repent daily of our foolish self-reliance. 
 
And now, Hallelujah, after a long cold winter, Spring is 
coming again! Easter is just around the corner. Hope and 
healing are on the way. We should rejoice as morning 
dawns over our church, our families, our community, our 
nation, and the entire world. This Easter we can rejoice 
that we can fellowship together in the beauty of his 
holiness and praise and honor God for our salvation.  
 
Just as Lent’s call to humility is good for our hearts, 
clinging to the hope of better days can bring us healing. 
We can let go of some of our anxious thoughts. We can 
look ahead with joyful anticipation. Spring represents 
renewal and hope, with good things ahead to restore our 
joy. 

 

 

(continued)  

While we renew our sense of hope, we are also 
reminded that life inevitably includes challenges and 
hardships. On this side of heaven, we will walk 
through more dark valleys, but God will walk with us 
in those hard moments just as He has walked with us 
in the past. His promises do not change with the 
seasons. His love lasts through the dark nights. And 
yes, rejoicing will come again in the morning. 
 
Please continue to pray for one another and to reach 
out with words of encouragement. Your faithfulness 
and perseverance have helped sustain our church 
through this season, and I trust God will continue to 
meet your needs as you care for those around you. 
AMEN.      -selected 
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Worship Services and Christian Education 

Sunday at 8:30 a.m. - Worship service on Spectrum 
Cable TV (Channel 8) and on Cincinnati Bell Fioptics TV 
(Channel 850).  

Sunday at 9:30 am to 10:20 am - Sunday Bible Church 
School (In person/meets in Sanctuary). 

Sunday at 9:30 am to 10:20 am - New Members Class 
(In person/meets in the first-floor classroom). 

Sunday at 10:45 a.m. - In-Person and Livestream 
Worship Service on YouTube and Facebook. 

Tuesday at 6:30 a.m. - You are invited to join us for 
meditation and online prayer via Zoom. (Zoom ID: 845 
 3234 7314; Passcode: 208170). Prayer Band Ministry  

Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. - Weekly “Call-Em-All” devotional 
message from Pastor Yates. 

Tuesday at 7:15 p.m.- 8:30 p.m. Men’s Bible Study and 
Fellowship. Pastor Yates is the Lead Teacher. 

Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. - Word Wednesday Bible 
Study (Facebook Live) led by Pastor Yates on the 
business page of UBC Facebook and UBC YouTube 
channel. 

Saturday at 8:00 a.m. - UBC Radio Broadcast (WCVG 
1320). The UBC Radio Broadcast is also available to 
stream online at the following link: 
https://www.radio.net/s/wcvg 

Saturday at 1:00 p.m. - Saturday Church School Bible 
Study. The class is held via phone call-in: 1-267-807-
9605 (code 344097). The teacher is Sis. Faye Shirley. 

https://www.radio.net/s/wcvg
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BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS TO EVERYONE BORN IN THE 

MONTHS OF 

MARCH, APRIL AND MAY 

 

REPORTING ILLNESSES, SURGERIES AND BEREAVEMENT INFORMATION: Please contact the church 
office if you or a loved one is sick or entering the hospital so that your Family Ward Deacon and Pastor 
Yates may be notified.  Please also contact the office if you or a loved one is being released from the 
hospital or if there is bereavement in your family.  The church office phone number is (513) 381-3858, ext. 3.    

INTERCESSORY PRAYER MINISTRY: Please continue to keep in prayer our UBC members in nursing 
homes, assisted living facilities, hospitals and at home. Please also continue to pray for all of the bereaved 
families at Union and bereaved families all over the world.  

EMAIL ADDRESS REMINDER: In addition to church newsletters and call-em-all messages, you can also 
receive emails to stay informed with other UBC updates.  You can call and leave your email address at the 
church voicemail box at 513-852-1638 or email to Public Relations Ministry at publicity@union-baptist.net. 
God Bless!  

MEN’S MINISTRY BIBLE CLASS: All men of Union are encouraged to attend Men’s Bible Study and 
Fellowship on Tuesdays from 7:15 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Pastor Yates is the lead teacher.  

WORD WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY: All members of Union are encouraged to attend Word Wednesday 
Bible Study via Facebook Live and on YouTube on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.  Pastor Yates is the Lead 
Instructor. 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME 2026   

In 2026, Daylight Saving Time (DST) begins on Sunday, March 8, at 2:00 a.m., 
when clocks "spring forward" one hour to 3:00 a.m. DST will end on Sunday, 
November 1, 2026, when clocks "fall back" to 1:00 a.m. This cycle brings more 
evening daylight and earlier sunrises during the spring, summer, and early fall months. 

As of 2026, Arizona and Hawaii do not observe DST, remaining on standard time year-
round.                                                                                                            AI Overview 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT LENTEN SEASON 

Millions of Christians worldwide observe Lent, a 40-day period of prayer, fasting, reflection and sacrifice 
leading up to Easter, widely considered the most important celebration on the Christian calendar. Beginning 
on Ash Wednesday, the Lenten period reflects the 40 days that, according to the Bible, Jesus Christ spent 
fasting in the wilderness before beginning his public ministry. The word “Lent” comes from the Old English 
word “lencten,” meaning spring. 

Although the traditions and practices of Lent have evolved over time, the core ideas behind it have 
remained consistent for many centuries. Today, many Christians give up certain luxuries or habits, attend 
additional worship services and perform acts of charity and service during Lent. The period culminates in 
Holy Week, which includes Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and finally Easter Sunday, the 
celebration of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. 

In 2026, Lent is observed from Wednesday, February 18, to Thursday, April 2. Some key dates of this 
Lenten season include: 

Ash Wednesday: February 18, 2026 

Palm Sunday: March 29, 2026 

Maundy Thursday: April 2, 2026 

Good Friday: April 3, 2026 

Holy Saturday: April 4, 2026      https://www.history.com/articles/lent-history 
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONTINUED) 

WLWT HILLCREST CEMETERY DOCUMENTARY 

Pastor Yates will be interviewed in an upcoming documentary about Hillcrest Cemetery. The title of the 
documentary is “Dignity Restored: The Story of Hillcrest Cemetery”.  

The documentary is set to premiere on March 18, 2026, at 7:30 pm. on WLWT (Channel 5) and will 
also air on: 

March 21, 2026       7:30 pm (WLWT) 
March 22, 2026       4:30 am (WLWT) 
                              10:30 pm (MeTV) 
March 23, 2026      2:30 pm (WLWT) 

Please set your DVR to record and notify family and friends about the documentary. ~~Public Relations 

Ministry 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL and CHURCH PICNIC 2026 

Please Save the Date: Vacation Bible School (VBS) will be held on June 1 - June 5, 2026. A kick-off 

for VBS will occur in May. More information will be forthcoming. Sis. Gwen Hall, VBS Principal and 

Sis. Jean Brown, VBS Assistant.  

Please Save the Date: The Annual Church Picnic will be held in Blue Ash on June 6, 2026. Additional 

information will be forthcoming. 

 

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF BLACK HISTORY SERIES 

Special thanks to Dr. Holly McGee (pictured below) and the University of Cincinnati for co-sponsoring this 
event. This event was held on February 17, 2026 and opened to the community. All in attendance left with a 
deeper understanding of the relevance of Dr. Carter G. Woodson's message to the world today.  

Add this book to your Black History Collection: "Separate and Equal" by Tina L. Ligon. This book is about 
Jennie Davis Porter and Cincinnati's All-Black Harriet Beecher Stowe School (1914-1945). Dr. Porter was 
also an active member of Union Baptist Church.     Submitted by Sis. Louise Stevenson         
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONTINUED)   

 

MINISTRY UPDATES 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Greetings Union:  

Sunday school lessons will begin this coming Sunday on March 1, 2026. If you have not recently been 
attending class we look forward to seeing you.  

The Sunday School will provide treats after morning worship services on Easter Sunday. If you have any 
questions please see me, or Deacon Donald Darby Assistant Superintendent.  

Continue to be blessed. 

Deacon Ernest Norman 
Superintendent  

 
CEMETERY MINISTRY 

Union Baptist Cemetery Cleanup Day 

Union Baptist Cemetery Cleanup Day will be held on Saturday, May 2, 2026, from 9 am to 1 pm.  Flyers and 
invites will be coming out soon. This will be a family and friends’ day at the cemetery. Bring your gloves, 
tools, and lawn chairs. Union Baptist Cemetery is located at 933 Cleves Warsaw Pike, Cincinnati, OH 
45238.  ~~submitted by Sis. Louise Stevenson 

 
Cemetery Archival Work 

If you have a passion for this kind of work, the Cemetery Ministry is looking for volunteers with computer 
skills and the ability to read eighteenth-century cursive to work from 10 am to 2 pm on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays. If you are interested, please contact Sis. Louise Stevenson. 
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONTINUED)   

 

THE UNION FOUNDATION 

Did you know that you can support The Union Foundation and it will not cost you anything?  Through our 
partnership with the Kroger, you may sign up for the Community Reward’s Program. The Kroger company 
will make on a contribution to The Union Foundation on your behalf just because you are a Kroger shopper. 

To sign up for the Rewards Program, please follow these instructions:  

1. Create a digital account. 

A digital account is needed to participate in Kroger Community Rewards. If you already have a digital 

account, simply link your Shopper’s Card to your account so that all transactions apply toward the 

organization you choose. 

2. Link your Card to an organization. 

Selecting the organization that you wish to support is as simple as updating the Kroger Community 

Rewards selection on your digital account. 

1. Sign in to your digital account. 

2. Search for your organization here. 

3. Enter the name or NPO number of the organization you wish to support. 

4. Select the appropriate organization from the list and click “Save”. 

Your selected organization will also display in the Kroger Community Rewards section of your account. If 

you need to review or revisit your organization, you can always do so under your Account details.  
~~submitted by Sis. Rogena Stargel 

 
WOMEN’S MINISTRY 

 

 
                                   

https://www.kroger.com/account/communityrewards
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONTINUED) 

 

        WOMEN’S MINISTRY (Continued) 

The UBC Women’s Laity Day celebration will be held on Sunday September 27, 2026. This year’s theme 
is” Women Walking by Faith”, Proverbs 31:30.  

If you are interested in serving on the Women’s Day Committee, please see Sis. Yvonne Fairbanks, 
Chairperson or Sis. Candice Watson, Co-Chairperson.  

Each woman of Union is asked to make a sacrificial offering of $100.00. submitted by Sis. Rogena Stargel 

 

Reflections on A Previous Women’s Laity Day Speaker 

Sis. Betty Daniels Rosemond 
(May 14, 1939 ~ January 18, 2026) 

Sis. Rosemond became a freedom rider at the age of 21 and spent most of her life 
fighting for equality. 

As a teenager growing up in Louisiana, she met Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., an 
encounter that helped shape her lifelong commitment to civil rights. 

After settling in Cincinnati, Sis. Rosemond dedicated her life to education, 
advocacy, and remembrance—sharing her story so future generations would 
understand the cost of freedom and the importance of standing up to injustice. 

Sis. Rosemond also shared how there were many unsung heroes that participated in this movement and if 
she had to get on a bus today, she would do it all again. She talked to schools and groups about her 
experience. The Freedom Riders went through training in nonviolence. She felt it worked then, and it could 
work today. 

Sis. Rosemond was the guest speaker for Women’s Laity Day in 2017.  She attended the Men’s Laity 
Day Celebration in June 2025 where her presence was acknowledged by the Guest Speaker, Bro. Courtis 
Fuller.   

March is Stewardship Emphasis Month 

WORSHIP CELEBRATION AND OBSERVANCE OF HOLY COMMUNION: Sunday, March 1, 2026, In-
Person and Livestream on YouTube and Facebook Live at 10:45 a.m. 

WORSHIP CELEBRATION: Sunday, March 8, 2026, In-Person and Livestream on YouTube and 
Facebook Live at 10:45 a.m. 

WORSHIP CELEBRATION: Sunday, March 15, 2026, In-Person and Livestream on Facebook and 
YouTube at 10:45 a.m. 

WORSHIP CELEBRATION: Sunday, March 22, 2026, In-Person and Livestream on Facebook and 
YouTube at 10:45 a.m. 

PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP CELEBRATION: Sunday, March 29, 2026, In-Person and Livestream on 
Facebook and YouTube at 10:45 a.m. 

A Prayer for March 

Heavenly Father, as we enter the month of March, 
lead me to seek your presence in the stillness of 

quiet moments, to discover Your wisdom amidst life’s 
challenges, and to experience growth through the  

goals I pursue in Your name. Amen    
                                                                                       ~~~Anonymous, Guideposts Devotional 
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONTINUED) 

April is Discipleship Emphasis Month 

Easter Blessing 

          This Easter, 
rejoice in the loving, 
gracious promise 
of the resurrected Christ. 
New life and  
eternal hope. 
He is risen indeed! 

~~Isabella Yosuico, Guideposts Devotional 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD FRIDAY OBSERVANCE: Friday, April 3, 2026, In-Person and Livestream on Facebook and 
YouTube at 12:00 p.m. 

HOLY COMMUNION AND EASTER SUNDAY OBSERVANCE: Children/Youth Easter Program from 9:00 
to 10:20 a.m. on April 5, 2026. Easter Sunday Celebration, In-Person and Livestream on Facebook and 
YouTube at 10:45 a.m. 

WORSHIP CELEBRATION: Sunday, April 12, 2026, In-Person and Livestream on Facebook and 
YouTube at 10:45 a.m. 

WORSHIP CELEBRATION: Sunday, April 19, 2026, In-Person and Livestream on Facebook and 
YouTube at 10:45 a.m. 

SECOND ANNUAL QUARTERLY CHURCH CONFERENCE:  April 24, 2026 in UBC Sanctuary at 6:00 
p.m. 

WORSHIP CELEBRATION: Sunday, April 26, 2026, In-Person and Livestream on Facebook and 
YouTube at 10:45 a.m. 

 

A Prayer for April 

Dear Lord, 
As the flowers bloom and the days grow longer, 
I am reminded of the wonders of Your creation. 
May your showers nourish the soil, bringing  
life to every seed planted, and Your sunshine 
warm my heart and fill me with hope and joy. 

                                                                                               ~~~Anonymous, Guideposts Devotional 
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS (CONTINUED) 
                                                                                            

May is Family Emphasis Month  

WORSHIP CELEBRATION AND HOLY COMMUNION: Sunday, May 3, 2026, In-
Person & Livestream on Facebook Live and YouTube at 10:45 a.m. 

ANNUAL MOTHER’S DAY CELEBRATION: Sunday, May 10, 2026, In-Person 
and Livestream on Facebook and YouTube at 10:45 a.m. 

WORSHIP CELEBRATION AND ANNUAL CHILDREN & YOUTH SUNDAY: Sunday, May 17, 2026, In-
Person and Livestream on Facebook and YouTube at 10:45 a.m. 

SPECIAL MEMORIAL DAY WORSHIP CELEBRATION: Sunday, May 24, 2026, In-Person and 
Livestream on Facebook and YouTube at 10:45 a.m. 

MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVANCE: Monday, May 25, 2026 (Church Office Closed) 

MEMORIAL DAY SERCICES HELD AT BOTH HISTORIC UNITED COLORED AMERICAN CEMETERY & 
HISTORIC UNION BAPTIST CEMETERY: Monday, May 25, 2026 at 12 noon 

WORSHIP CELEBRATION: Sunday, May 31, 2026, In-Person & Livestream on Facebook Live and 
YouTube at 10:45 a.m. 

A Prayer for May 

Heavenly Father, 
In this season of growth and transformation, 
please guide me to reflect on my journey. 
Lead me to become a better version of myself. 
Open my heart to appreciate my blessings 
and spread love and kindness wherever I go.  

                                                           ~~~Anonymous, Guideposts Devotional 

 

 

UBC GIVING:  There are several methods for giving your Tithes and 
offerings. You may use your smart phone or other smart device(s) to 
give your Tithes & Offerings by scanning the QR code.  Or you may go 
to the UBC website at www.union-baptist.net/give and give at Tithely 
and Givelify.  Thank you  
 

 

 

                                           Union Baptist Church of Cincinnati Website 

For more information about historic Union Baptist Church, please visit our 
website (www.union-baptist.net) which is both informative and 
interactive for those who are seeking the Will of God in their lives.   

On our website, you will see upcoming events; evangelistic missions 
inclusive for men, women and children; discipleship opportunities for building 
God’s kingdom; exploratory devotional links for personal spiritual growth; 
and, community connections that have demonstrated, in the past, and 
continue to demonstrate, the POWER OF GOD throughout the Greater 
Cincinnati area, and historically beyond.  

UBC’s newsletter is also posted on the website in color.                

             

http://www.union-baptist.net/
http://www.union-baptist.net/

