Union Baptist Church of Cincinnati
405 West Seventh Street
Cincinnati, OH 45203
(513) 381-3858
www.union-baptist.net
Rev. Dr. Orlando Yates, Pastor

Rejoicing In the Word of God
Oh, how I love your instructions! I think about them all day long. Your Word
is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for my path. – Psalm 119: 97, 105
(NLT)
The secret of Christian joy is to believe what God says in His Word and act
upon it. Faith that isn’t based on the Word is not faith at all; it is presumption or
superstition. Joy that isn’t the result of faith is not joy at all; it is only a “good
feeling” that will soon disappear. Faith based on the Word will produce joy that
will weather the storms of life.
It isn’t enough for us to read the Word or receive the Word as others expound
it; we must also rejoice in the Word. “I rejoice at Your word as one who finds
great treasure” (Ps 119:162). In Bible days, people sometimes hid their wealth in
jars buried in the ground (Matt. 13: 44; Jer. 41:8). If a farmer plowing his field
suddenly discovered a jar filled with gold, he would certainly rejoice. There are
great treasures buried in God’s Word, and you and I must diligently “dig” for
them as we read, meditate, and pray; and when we find these treasures, we
should rejoice and give thanks.
If we read and study the Word of God only from a sense of duty, then its treasures
may never be revealed to us. It is the believer who rejoices in the Word, who
delights to read and study it day by day, who will find God’s hidden treasures.
“Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, who finds great delight in his
commands” (Ps. 112:1, NIV). “But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in
His law he meditates day and night” (Ps. 1:2).
Do you delight in God’s Word? Would you rather have God’s Word than
food (Ps 119:103; Luke 10:38-42), or sleep (Ps. 119:55, 62, 147-148), or wealth
(vv. 14, 72, 137, 162)? Amen.
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“And

Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore,

and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of
the world. Amen.” Matthew 28:18 – 20

