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THANK YOU, LORD

Words and Music by Seth Sykes, 1892-1950 and Bessie Sykes, 1905-2005

“Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!” (2Corinthians 9:15) AMEN.

The gift of salvation — a personal relationship with almighty God — what an indescribable
gift! Yet how often do we sincerely thank our Lord for all that He has done in making this
possible? Our lack of praise and thanksgiving for His gift of salvation can be likened to the
response of the ten lepers after being miraculously healed by Christ (Luke 17:11-19). Only one
returned to express gratitude. The interest of the other nine was centered more in what had
happened to them personally than in remembering the One who had performed the miracle in
their lives. Are we ever guilty of this same carelessness?

It is interesting to imagine the life-long remorse that characterized these nine ungrateful lives:

I meant to go back, but you may guess | was filled with amazement, | cannot express

To think that after those horrible years, that passion of loathing and passion of fears, of sores
unendurable — eaten, defiled-my flesh was as smooth as the flesh of a child.

I was drunken with joy; | was crazy with glee; | scarcely could walk and | scarcely could see,

For the dazzle of sunshine where all had been black; but | meant to go back, Oh, | meant to go back!

I had thought to return, when people came out; there were tears of rejoicing and laughter and shout;
My cup was so full I seemed nothing to lack! But | meant to go back, Oh, | meant to go back!

The words of this hymn have been greatly used of God since they were written in 1940 to
allow believers to offer praise for the gift of their salvation
» Some thank the Lord for friends and home, for mercies sure and sweet; but | would
praise Him for His grace — in prayer | would repeat.
» Some thank Him for the flowers that grow, some for the stars that shine. My heart if
filled with joy and praise because I know He’s mine.
» | trust in Him from day to day; I prove His saving grace; I’ll sing this song of praise to
him until | see His face.

Chorus: Thank you, Lord, for saving my soul; thank you, Lord, for making me whole.
Thank you, Lord, for giving to me Thy great salvation so rich and free. AMEN.

And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you
always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” Matthew 28:18 — 20
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