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“OPEN MY EYES, THAT I MAY SEE”
Words and Music by Clara H. Scott, 1841-1897
Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in Your Law. (Psalm 119:18) AMEN.
The Scriptures teach that our faith in Christ employs all of our God-given senses:
SIGHT-“Look unto me, and be saved, all the ends of the earth” (Isaiah 45:22)
HEARING – “Hear, and your soul shall live” (Isaiah 55:3)
SMELL – “Thy name is like ointment poured forth” (Song of Solomon 1:3)
TOUCH - “If I may but touch His garment, I shall be well” (Matthew 9:21)
TASTE – “O taste and see that the Lord is good” (Psalm 34:8)
In order to receive God’s truth properly, then, we must have our entire being alive and alert to His
every prompting. In general, most Christians do not deliberately and dramatically disobey God. Instead we
simply do not heed Him by being sensitive to His leading in the small details of our lives. How important
that we learn the lesson taught by this hymn text that we should have seeing eyes, hearing ears, a verbal
communication of the truth, and a loving heart for sharing God’s love. All of this is possible as we are
illuminated by the Holy Spirit during times of quiet waiting.
Clara Scott author and composer of this hymn, taught music in the Ladies’ Seminary at Lyons, Iowa.
Mrs. Scott was a prolific composer of vocal and instrumental music, including a book of anthems, The Royal
Anthem Book, published in 1882. These words have since been widely used to help believers have a greater
awareness of God’s will for their lives and a readiness to obey (James 1:22).
♫ Open my eyes, that I may see glimpses of truth Thou has for me; place in my hands the wonderful
key that shall unclasp and set me free. Silently now I wait for Thee, ready, my God, Thy will to see;
open my eyes-illumine me, Spirit divine!
♫ Open my ears, that I may hear voices of truth Thou sendest clear; and while the wave-notes fall on
my ear, ev’rything false will disappear. Silently now I wait for Thee, ready, my God, Thy will to see;
open my ears- illumine me, Spirit divine!
♫ Open my mouth, and let me bear gladly the warm truth ev’rywhere. Open my heart and let me
prepare love with Thy children thus to share. Silently now I wait for Thee, ready, my God, Thy-will
to see; open my heart- illumine me. AMEN.
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“And

Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you
always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” Matthew 28:18 – 20

