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“And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 
always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” Matthew 28:18 – 20  

 

Keep Company With God and With The People of God 

 

“I am the good shepherd.  I know My own sheep, and they know Me.”   

(John 10:14) 

 

Intimacy with God is the very essence of religion, and the foundation of 

discipleship.  It is in intercourse with Father, Son, and Spirit that the 

most real parts of our lives are lived: and all parts that are not lived in 

fellowship with Him, “in whom we live, and move, and have our being,” 

are unreal, untrue, unsuccessful, and unsatisfying.  The understanding of 

doctrine is one thing, and intimacy with God is another.  They ought 

always to go together but they are often seen asunder; and, when there is 

the former without the latter, there is a hard, proud, hollow religion.  Get 

your teaching from God (Job 36:22; Jer. 23:30); take your doctrine from 

His lips; learn truth upon your knees.  Beware of opinions and 

speculations: they become idols, and nourish pride of intellect; they 

furnish no food to the soul; they make you sapless and heartless; they are 

like winter frost-work on your window pane, shutting out the warm sun.  

Let God be your companion, your bosom-friend, your instructor, your 

counselor.   AMEN.  

    

~By F. Horatius Bonar (1808-1889) 
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